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"I have left out many other unforgettable events, yet at none of those moments in our struggle have I
felt such intense emotion as I did when I saw on television that door open on the little plane that
brought them from the United States, after so many months of tireless battle, and the figures of Juan
Miguel and Elián emerge, at 7:53 p.m. on June 28. A small boy and a modest Cuban father, known by
very few people hardly a few months before, were returning as great moral symbols of our homeland".

  References to the original:   Statement upon decorating Juan Miguel González with the Carlos Manuel
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